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Full Boat Restoration…Part one
Of the many pleasures of a boat business there is nothing as gratifying as putting new life back into an old sailboat.  Here at Sailorbrains we have done quite a few.  I have seen so many boats sit idled year after year on trailers growing mold as the tires go flat and rot.  Sadly a neglected boat will loose value very fast.  A boat that once cost thousands will quickly become worthless when abandoned.   When a sailor brings us one of these lost souls, the boat is usually in very bad condition.  Most sailboats are not generally stored indoors, and so the sun, rain, wind, and dust of the outdoors accelerate the damage.  The sun light, that is the ultraviolet light, will cause oxidation of the polyester resins generally used in boats just as the oxidation of aluminum affects the metal's surface. The oxidation damage will result initially in loss of the surface gloss and gradually in a chalky appearance.  Extended UV exposure will also break down the polyester of the sails, hatches, and fog the Lexan windows.  As the boat approaches 20 – 30 years old, sealants that were used in mounting deck and cabin hardware becomes dry and brittle.  Once the bolts and screws begin to leak water into the cabin, mildew and dry rot will destroy the cushions, wiring, and after a short time the plywood bulkheads.  It’s a total loss.  
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The good news: a sailboat is made with fiberglass, aluminum, and stainless steel components.  Sailboats exposed to the outdoors will suffer degradation, but the inter laminates; the glass cloth and outer gelcoat are fairly resistant to sun damage provided water has not penetrated into the core.   If the gel coat is faded then a couple hours with polishing compound can bring it back to a gloss.  I think a well laid up composite hull should give 30 or 40 years of service before it's finished.  If it was a good quality boat to begin with, the mast, boom, stanchions, and deck hardware, are likely to be serviceable.  Can she be saved from the landfill?  Maybe…when I see an abandoned boat, I look past the surface dirt, rot and grim; I look at her core.  
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“Little Miss Potter” a 1980 West Wright Potter 15.   The famous West Wight Potter 15 is a 15 foot pocket cruiser sailboat designed by Stanley T. Smith of West Wight Plycraft.  Over 2,600 of these little pocket cruisers currently sail in all corners of the world today.  I’ve seen three at Lake Hefner.   Stanley made a few notable voyages that he later wrote about. "Smiths at Sea", describes the 1949 voyage of Stanley and his brother Colin sailing across the Atlantic Ocean in the boat named “Nova Espero”.   Given this kind of heritage, we knew she had heart and would be worthy of a restoration.  However, there were so many things wrong.  Aside from the black mold on the deck and interior, the gelcoat was laced with spider cracks and was badly oxidized.  Unused for years, the lines had long ago become caked in dirt, the wooden rudder was badly rotted, and the interior was no better.  The electrics were a mess of original fixtures and makeshift wires strung randomly across the floor. The iron retractable keel was rusted and pitted.  The Lexan windows were badly fogged and would need to be replaced.  I put new tires on the trailer and hauled her to the shop.  
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The first step is the most time consuming.  All of the deck and cabin top hardware, fixtures, teak trim, lettering, windows, everything comes off.  The next step is repair of all the cracks, scratches, and holes.  This is done by first opening up the cracks with a Dremel tool, blow the dust out, and clean with a solvent.   We use a 2-part epoxy filler from Interlux.  Once the repairs are sanded and faired we wipe down the entire boat with a fiberglass cleaning solvent and apply two coats of a sanding primer, sanding smooth between each coat.   My favorite is Interlux Pre-Kote Brightside.  
Part Two continued next month…
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Jib furling systems…they make it so easy!  

 A must for the solo sailor!   I am a dealer/installer for Hood Sea Flex and Sea Furl.   Jib furlers make sailing a lot easier for the solo sailor and much safer than having to run forward to raise and lower the jib sail.   Pull the furling line and roll it up.    It’s that easy!  


SeaFlex for boats 18 to 26 feet
$479.00 plus installation

SeaFurl for boat 25 to 33 feet
$1,299.00 plus installation
Boats for Sale
	Year
	Make/Model
	Engine/OB
	Sails
	General Condition
	Trailer
	Asking

	1974
	Ericson 27
	Atomic 4 gas
	main & jib
	Good
	yes
	$5,800

	1985
	Sovrign 23
	9.9 Honda elect start
	main, 2 jibs, spin
	Very good
	yes
	$8,900

	1978
	AMF Sunbird 16
	electric mtr
	main, jib
	Very good
	yes
	$2,800

	1983
	Catalina 25
	9.9 Merc elect start
	Main, furling jib, 
	Very good
	yes
	$7,000

	1992
	Catalina Capri 18
	
	Main, furling jib
	Very good
	yes
	$4,000

	1975
	Catalina 27
	9.9 Merc elect start
	Main, furling jib
	Fair
	No
	$6,900

	1975
	Catalina 27
	9.9 Evenrude elect start
	Main, furling jib
	Fair
	No
	$3,900

	1982
	Catalina 22
	new 5 hp Merc
	Main, jib
	Very good
	yes
	$7,700

	1986
	Catalina 25
	9.9 hp Johnson elect start
	Main, furl jib
	Very good
	yes
	$6,800


Services:  work you may wish to consider this winter.  
Boat Watch – $45.00 per month.  (3 mo min.) This is a service for boat owners at Lake Hefner only.  
Transportation – Quoted by mileage.   

We are equipped for haul out or transportation of any sailboat up to 28 feet overall.  

Haul Out & Power Wash-  
Boat 14 – 18 LOA:
$95.00  





Boat 19 – 22 LOA:
$140.00









Boat 23 – 27 LOA:
$160.00
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Services:  continued…
Mast Step  (raise or lower)
Boat 14 – 18 LOA:
$50.00  





Boat 19 – 22 LOA:
$80.00







Boat 23 – 27 LOA:
$110.00

Bottom Paint - 
This will include Sanding, Prep, and application of 2 coats. 





Boats 14 – 27 LOA:
$22.50 per foot + paint & materials. 

Pre-Purchase Survey - $75.00  I will meet with you and inspect the boat that you are considering.   I will prepare a written statement of the condition and value.  

We specialize in sailboat Fiberglass Repair and Painting, Stainless Steel Rigging 
Marine Electrical, Boat Cushions, Boat Canvas & Covers and Sail Repair  
New and used parts

Hourly Rate: 
$54.00  non-technical

Hourly Rate:
$75.00 technical  
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