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“But baby it’s cold outside!”  

I haven’t seen a lot of sailors on the lake lately, but I have seen a lot of ice.  The marinas at Lake Hefner are frozen.  This crazy Oklahoma weather that has climbed from the teens to mid-fifties and down again is typical of our winter weather here in the heartland.  Like most sailors, I’m not a fan of cold weather.  When I lived on an old ketch I plied the waters of the east coast and the Chesapeake.  As the weather turned cold I simply pulled up the anchor and sailed a little further south.  July in Rhode Island, by December the Bahaman Islands.  Now as my anchor is firmly set in the red dirt of Oklahoma, I must pull my hat down over my ears and carry on.  I still have lots of work in my heated shop, and solace in the fact that spring and summer will be here in no time.   
Boat Restoration…Part two
Bottom paint for sailboats. 
Ever since our first ancestor shoved off, mariners have tried about every concoction imaginable to keep waterborne critters off the bottom of there boats.  Everything from mixtures of tar, sulfur, and brimstone, to paints laced with tin, arsenic, pesticides, and even chili powder.  Although environmental concerns have relegated the most noxious mixtures, bottom paint still remains a complex topic.  Here's a look at what bottom paint is, its application, and how to find the one that's right for you.

Bottom paint (or antifouling paint) is a paint or coating designed to discourage barnacles, and other aquatic organisms from attaching to the underwater portion of your boat's hull.  Bottom paints have traditionally accomplished this by adding a biocide, with copper being the most commonly used today.  In general, the more copper or other biocide the paint contains, the more effective (and costly) it is.  Copper has replaced tin, due to the environmental damage. While copper may still be king, the latest generation of eco-labeled bottom paints utilize little or no copper, a response to the increased scrutiny (California) copper-based paints have received as potential environmental pollutants.  If your boat stays in the water year round or during most of the boating season, an application of bottom paint is good idea.

 

Types of Paint: 

Despite seemingly endless choices, traditional bottom paints can be divided into three broad groups: ablative, hard, and hybrid paints.  Ablative (or self-polishing) paints gradually wear away a tiny bit at a time to reveal fresh biocide as your boat moves through the water (think a bar of soap that wears away each time it's used).  One advantage to this is that as long as paint remains on your hull, you know it's working to prevent growth  Another benefit is that as it's constantly wearing away, there's no buildup of old paint, which can be a pain to remove when the time comes.  But ablative paints can be less effective if your boat remains idle for extended periods of time, which denies it that self-cleaning action provided by water movement. The flipside to this self-cleaning feature is that ablatives aren't a good choice for boats that spend a good deal of time on a trailer.  While sitting outside on a trailer, wind and rain can accelerate the ablation process and cause rapid paint loss.  With ablative paints, it’s a good idea to do the bottom just before she goes in to the water.  Also, be careful with a strong power wash.  You will put that expensive paint in the drain.  

With hard bottom (aka non-sloughing or hard modified epoxy) paints, it's the copper biocide that gradually wears away (rather than the paint itself), allowing the water to penetrate deeper and deeper into the paint until all biocide is depleted. Hard-bottom paints form a tough, hard coating that holds up well and doesn't wear away, making them a good choice for faster boats.  This is great for racing sailboats, They can even be burnished, allowing racers to squeeze every possible bit of speed from their hull. On the downside, when the copper is depleted, the hard, tough coating remains and it can be difficult to remove, particularly if multiple layers of paint have been added over the years.  
Hybrid or semi-hard ablative paints bridge the gap between ablative and hard paints by incorporating the benefits of both into a single product. They provide a hard, smooth surface that resists buildup yet holds up to faster speeds and repeated haul-outs without loss of protection.  Great for sailboats that spend the winter on a trailer.  

Application:  

For boats not currently painted with bottom paint, application is simple.  With an orbital sander, sand the bottom so that the fiberglass has a clean dulled finish.  Be sure to use protective clothing, and face mask.  Clean the bottom with a solvent.  Mask tape about ½” above the water line.  Apply the paint, at least two coasts, with a pan and roller.  I like to paint up to ½” below the bootstrap. That leaves a nice looking white margin between the bottom paint and the bootstrap.    If your boat is currently painted, you have a few considerations before repainting. Not all bottom paint types are compatible, so unless you plan on removing ALL of the existing bottom paint, you should use the same type of paint.  If you know the brand/type of bottom paint on your boat now, use the same paint.  If using a different paint consult manufacturer specs for both paints (old and new) to ensure compatibility.  If you don't know who the manufacturer of your current paint is and plan on painting over it, at a minimum you'll need to determine whether it's a hard, semi-hard, or ablative type. One straightforward way to do this is by rubbing the existing bottom paint with a wet rag. If the paint readily rubs off, it's most likely ablative. The general rule is that ablative paints can be applied over properly prepared hard or semi-hard paints, but hard or semi-hard paints can't be applied over ablative paints.   For those wanting to switch from soft to hard paint, all of the ablative paint would need to be removed first.
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Depending on the paint and its condition, proper surface preparation of your old paint can range from a light sanding to complete removal and the application of a primer coat.  As with any paint job, paint adhesion will only be as good as the paint beneath it.   Paint in poor condition or showing signs of cracking or flaking off must be removed.   But beware; that blue dust from your sander is extremely dangerous.   Again, be sure to use protective clothing, and a face mask.

Tip: Do not put these paints directly over your iron keel.  If your keel is not coated in fiberglass, you must first apply two coats of an oil based primer.  This will separate the copper paint from the iron keel and prevent rapid corrosion.  See photo.  

 Many bottom paint manufacturers such as Interlux (www.yachtpaint.com) and Pettit (www.pettitpaint.com) offer online charts and tables to assist in choosing the right antifouling paint for you boat.  While there are plenty of bottom paints to choose from, nothing stops growth altogether. Boats kept in the water year round or for the season will still require regular cleaning and periodic hauling for repainting.  Around here where boats are hauled annually, bottom jobs are usually done with the other spring cleaning rituals.   Bottom paint jobs can vary, but are typically required every three to four years. 

Jib furling systems…they make it so easy!  

 A must for the solo sailor!   I am a dealer/installer for Hood Sea Flex and Sea Furl.   Jib furlers make sailing a lot easier for the solo sailor and much safer than having to run forward to raise and lower the jib sail.   Pull the furling line and roll it up.    It’s that easy!  


SeaFlex for boats 18 to 26 feet
$479.00 plus installation

SeaFurl for boat 25 to 33 feet
$1,299.00 plus installation
Boats for Sale
	Year
	Make/Model
	Engine/OB
	Sails
	General Condition
	Trailer
	Asking

	1974
	Ericson 27
	Atomic 4 gas
	main & jib
	Good
	yes
	$5,200

	1985
	Sovrign 23
	9.9 Honda elect start
	main, 2 jibs, spin
	Very good
	yes
	$8,900

	1978
	AMF Sunbird 16
	electric mtr
	main, jib
	Very good
	yes
	$2,800

	1983
	Catalina 25
	9.9 Merc elect start
	Main, furling jib, 
	Very good
	yes
	$7,000

	1992
	Catalina Capri 16.5
	
	Main, furling jib
	Very good
	yes
	$4,000

	1975
	Catalina 27
	9.9 Merc elect start
	Main, furling jib
	Fair
	No
	$6,900

	1975
	Catalina 27
	9.9 Evenrude elect start
	Main, furling jib
	Fair
	No
	$3,900

	1982
	Catalina 22
	new 5 hp Merc
	Main, jib
	Very good
	yes
	$7,700

	1986
	Catalina 25
	9.9 hp Johnson elect start
	Main, furl jib
	Very good
	yes
	$6,800


Services:  work you may wish to consider this winter.  
Transportation – Quoted by mileage.   

We are equipped for haul out or transportation of any sailboat up to 28 feet overall.  

Haul Out & Power Wash-  
Boat 14 – 18 LOA:
$95.00  





Boat 19 – 22 LOA:
$140.00









Boat 23 – 27 LOA:
$160.00

Mast Step  (raise or lower)
Boat 14 – 18 LOA:
$50.00  





Boat 19 – 22 LOA:
$80.00







Boat 23 – 27 LOA:
$110.00

Bottom Paint - 
This will include Sanding, Prep, and application of 2 coats. 





Boats 14 – 27 LOA:
$22.50 per foot + paint & materials. 

Pre-Purchase Survey - $75.00  I will meet with you and inspect the boat that you are considering.   I will prepare a written statement of the condition and value.  

We specialize in sailboat Fiberglass Repair and Painting, Stainless Steel Rigging 
Marine Electrical, Boat Cushions, Boat Canvas & Covers and Sail Repair  
New and used parts

Hourly Rate: 
$54.00  non-technical

Hourly Rate:
$75.00 technical  
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